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Press release May 2024

On the Path to a Circular Economy: DUO Carpets Turn the
Maijority of the OBJECT CARPET Collection Recyclable

New key technology revolutionizes the product range.

© OBJECT CARPET / Photo Andreas Hoernisch

After OBJECT CARPET’s first DUO carpet proved its worth as the Red Carpet
at the Berlin International Film Festival in February, the journey of this
circular innovation continues. Step by step, all tile products will be transi-
tioned to the circular DUO technology. The concept offers complete design
freedom using just two base materials: polyamide and polyester. A revo-
lution in the carpet industry and a clear statement at a time when envi-
ronmentally responsible solutions in the construction sector are more in
demand than ever.

Traditional carpets consist of an average of 10 to 30 different materials, which means they
pose an ecological challenge after their use - it is not possible to efficiently separate and

fully recycle them back into their original components. However, it is essential to recycle
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these materials in the interest of avoiding waste and conserving resources. OBJECT
CARPET has been addressing this problem for a long time and diligently searching for
solutions. And has dared to ask: What would it be like to have a world in which all raw
materials were reused? With materials whose value would last for many generations and

that could be used again and again?

From MONO to DUO: OBJECT CARPET’s circular vision for sustainable carpet
solutions

After more than ten years of development, OBJECT CARPET and NIAGA succeeded

in creating the world’s first mono-material, 100% polyester carpet in 2022. This NEOO

carpet paved the way for implementing the company’s circular vision.

Now OBJECT CARPET is forging ahead on this path. On the way to a circular, design-ori-

ented product world, the DUO technology is the next essential piece of the puzzle.

"The question we asked ourselves during the design phase was: How can we fully convert
all of the products in our range to a recycling economy utilizing minimal materials and
without any fillers2 How can we continue to offer our customers the popular designs and
textures of our range but make them circular? We solved this by keeping the polyamide
pile and combining it with 100% polyester adhesive and backing, analogously to our inno-

vative NEOO mono carpet," says Daniel Butz, owner and managing director of OBJECT
CARPET.

After more than ten years of development work on the innovative coating, it was possible
to update the popular styles MADRA, SILKY SEAL and SMOOZY with the DUO tech-
nology. A versatile new generation of carpets that not only features impressive designs but

is also healthy for the human race and the natural world.

New benchmarks in the carpet industry with CLICK/UNCLICK technology
Thanks to the intelligent use of the material qualities, the DUO carpet product family

now ushers in maximum design freedom with minimal use of resources: the innovative
carpet consists solely of high-quality polyamide and polyester, bonded with an innovative
HOTMELT adhesive made of 100% polyester. After use, precise heat application makes it
possible to easily separate both components and feed them into the recycling loop. Thanks
to the innovative CLICK/UNCLICK technology, the two components can be separated
without residues. This lays the foundation for a circular product cycle: designed for an

infinite service life, DUO is setting new benchmarks in the carpet industry.
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PILE
100% recydled
yarn (ECONYL®)

Connection and separation

of the two materials by heat
(Hotmelt adhesive, 100% polyester,
Okotex certified)

BACKING
100% Polyester

Outstanding life cycle assessment in every respect

Starting with the production of the DUO carpets, every individual step is already designed
for the optimum use of resources: the entire coating process is carried out without water
or gas, which results in up to 95% energy savings compared to conventional production
methods. This makes recycling up to five times more energy-efficient than the production

of new polyester. A real technological quantum leap that takes the circular cycle to a new

level.

A convenient return to the production cycle

Since the vision of a more sustainable future does not stop with the production process,
OBJECT CARPET is working with suppliers to ensure that all DUO carpets will be fully
integrated back into the original production cycle.

DUO under extreme conditions: red carpet glamour with a green
commitment

However, a lot of time has to pass before a DUO carpet reaches the end of its service
life, or it must be subjected to enormous foot traffic - because these carpets are extremely
durable, just like the manufacturer’s other premium floor coverings. DUO has already
proved its heavy-duty resilience and longevity under extreme conditions on a great stage:
as the red carpet at the Berlinale, Germany’s largest film festival, it supported the gran-
diose appearance of 80,000 people in 11 days with temperature fluctuations of up to 25

degrees Celsius in February.

Sustainability in every fiber for a shared green future
Every single style that is converted to OBJECT CARPET's circular technology makes the

world a little more colorful while paving the way to a more sustainable future. Every step
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towards recyclability is a step away from waste towards responsible resource manage-
ment. The popular styles MADRA, SILKY SEAL and SMOOZY with their 85 colors have

already been converted. More products are in the pipeline.

"NEOO launched an era in which design and technology go hand in hand. This is now
being continued with the DUO carpets - because high-quality rooms and a healthy planet
are not mutually exclusive," explains Daniel Butz. He believes that the industry is under-
going a shift: "OBJECT CARPET is not just part of the industry; we are driven by the
vision of uniting everyone in the pursuit of a greener future. The strength lies in our collec-

tive commitment. For the environment and for future generations."

DUO - first available products: SMOOZY, SILKY SEAL, MADRA (from left to right), Photo: OBJECT CARPET
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DUO DUNE, color 718 wild safari
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About OBJECT CARPET
Since 1972, OBJECT CARPET has stood for quality, design and innovation in the com-

mercial and home sectors. A sense of aesthetics and color, in combination with advanced
production techniques, results in elegant and unusual designs in the form of broadloom,
carpet tiles and custom-cut carpets (RUGX). With over 1,000 styles and colors as well

as individually-customized products, the OBJECT CARPET collection offers a unique
diversity for modern interior design, manufactured from high-quality raw materials. All
OBJECT CARPET styles are also free from harmful emissions and are bitumen-free, latex-
free, and PVCHree. They bear the German Environment Agency’s Blue Angel ecolabel.
OBJECT CARPET products are also recommended by the TUV (German Technical Inspec-
tion Association) for allergy sufferers and are proven to reduce dust content and particu-
late matter. Partners and customers around the world, such as Porsche, Daimler, Google

and Adidas appreciate this, as do initiatives like “Healthy Seas”.

The use of recycled materials and the systematic conversion of the product range to recyc-
lable products have now become standard practice for OBJECT CARPET. The company
set a milestone in 2022 with NEOO, the first completely circular carpet for the commercial
sector. Eight years of development work together with NIAGA® produced a mono-mate-
rial carpet that raises the bar for circularity. Building on this pioneering achievement,
OBJECT CARPET has now gone one step further: DUO technology introduces the next
generation of recyclable carpets. It consists of just two easily separable layers and com-
bines maximal design versatility with minimal use of materials. The vision: step by step, the

range is being converted to recyclable products - much of it already by the end of 2026.

Numerous design and business awards, such as the renowned Good Design and Red

Dot Awards, attest to OBJECT CARPET's outstanding design competence and corporate
achievements. For example, OBJECT CARPET was chosen as one of the “top 50 German
luxury brands” by Ernst & Young and voted one of the “brands of the century” by Lan-
genscheidt. OBJECT CARPET has also been an official partner of the Berlinale for many
years, where its carpets not only ensure that the stars make a glamorous appearance but

also help reduce the environmental footprint of Germany’s largest film festival.
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With innovative production techniques and sustainable manufacturing methods,
OBJECT CARPET is a pioneering enterprise that enables design visions to become reality.
Experience OBJECT CARPET's world of color and materials in any one of the company’s

showrooms in Germany, Austria, and Switzerland.

Contact: Contact for editorial offices:
Yvonne Schumacher GeSK | Ziegelstr. 29 | 10117 Berlin
Yvonne.Schumacher@obiject-carpet.com pr@gesk.berlin

Tel.: +49 711 3402 191 Tel.: +49 (0) 30/217 50 460

www.gesk.berlin
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